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The National Land Rights Forum (NLRF) i  conducted five days campaign in the capital recently, 

demanding implementation the rights guaranteed by the Constitution. Over 200 landless farmers from 

55 districts came together in Kathmandu from 22-26 May, 2016 to draw the attention of stakeholders 

towards land reforms, carrying their own food to sustain their stay. This unique participation of people 

represented their strong will and unity to have achieved the goals of campaign. They made a major 

claim that giving land to the landless and tenants farmers and using them for development of agriculture 

can contribute to the national economy.  

The first two days of the campaign was settled as NLRF's Fifth National Council. The Council was 

inaugurated by Honorable Minister Ram Kumar Subba from Ministry of Land Reforms and Management. 

He assured that the landless participants will soon be granted land rights, also adding that the Ministry 

has already started its work of drafting an action plan. In the program, the participants reviewed their 

struggle, setting new action plans and goals to be to be achieved in following year. In last three days of 

the campaign, the participants protested peacefully, organizing constructive and peaceful dialogue 

sessions withthe major political parties. The participants also appreciated the parties for introducing a 

progressive constitution that upholds human rights, rights of the poor, marginalized and 

underrepresented.  

On the third day, a team of campaign participants met former Home Minister and Vice Chair of CPN-

UMLMr. Bam Dev Gautam, at the party’s central office. The teams also visited the central office of 

RastriyaPrajatantra Party (RPP) to discuss land issues withgeneral secretary-Mr. RajendraLingden. 

Following that, on the fourth day, the team visited the central office of CPN-Maoist Center to meet Mr. 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal(Prachanda). On the fifth day, the team met Deputy Prime Minister and chairman of 

MadheshiJanadhikar Forum Mr. Vijay Gachchhadarand Mr. SashankKoirala, General Secretary of Nepali 

Congress in their party offices. The NLRF proposed its 16-point demand to all the political leaders during 

their respective meetings.  

As the letter reads, “…we the landless squatters, bonded laborers, tenants, women farmers and others 

have been forced to suffer poverty, injustice and exploitation despite contribution to the agricultural 

sector by spending our labor…unfair land arrangement is the main reason for the lack of progress of our 

country. Agriculture cannot improve without proper management of land and land reforms".The letter 

stresses on provisioning equitable land distribution and social justice as constitutional rights within the 

Acts of Land and Agriculture which going to be formulated soon.  

Adding to the land issues, the demand letter captures the essence of reconstruction and resettlement, 

including demands of provision of safe land and settlements for disaster victims and displaced squatters. 

The other issues raised in the demand letter are the assurance of better livelihood options, registration 

of land of birta and guthi in the name of tilling farmers by adopting a simplified working procedures and 

stopping the rapid transformation of arable land into non-agricultural sector.  

The campaign concluded with an assembly organized at Bankaliin Gaushala, in presence of the president 

of finance committee under the parliament- Prakash Jwala and other stakeholders. This movement 



gained popularity and massive support from various national and international agricultural and 

development organizations, backed up by wider reach of the issue of landlessness in political front and 

the media.  

Achievements 

The major achievements of this Five days Campaign can be concluded as below: 

 The major political parties reflected positively towards the 16-point demands made by the 

forum, with encouraging remarks on its contextual recognition of actors. This has established 

NLRF strongly among the leading political parties, media and other actors.  

 

 The campaign has certainly propagated positivity and essence of unity among the members of 

the forum towards campaigning further and exercises such activities to achieve their goals of 

gaining land rights.  

 

 Working towards the longevity of the forum’s goals, the campaign ended with an action plan to 

conduct meetings with some members of the Parliament as well as the Prime minister to remind 

them of land and agrarian reforms.  

 

Apart from the achievements, the campaign has set a learning for the organizations working on rights, 

as well as the political parties about the non-violent ethos of protests and demonstrations.  



 

Some glimpses of the campaign 

 

Inauguration of the Fifth National Council of NLRF by Mr. Ram Kuram Subba in Bankaali, Gaushala in Kathmandu 



 

Participants in one of the sessions on Land Rights in the Fifth National Council facilitated by Mr. Jagat Basnet from CSRC 



 

 

Participants marching towards the office of RPPN on the third day of the Campaign  

 

A glimpse of participants marching towards the office of CPN-UML on the third day of the Campaign  



 

Chairperson of the NLRF, Mr. Lyam Darji submitting the 16-point demand letter to former Home Minister Mr. Bam Dev 
Gautam 

 

Former Prime Minister and Chairperson of UCPNM addressing and interacting with the participants on the forth 
day of the Campaign in party office Paris daanda 



 

Mr. Sashank Koirala of NC sharing stage with NLRF Frontline members Mr. Lyam Darji, Mr. Som Bhandari and Ms. Saraswati 
Subba while addressing the participants on the fifthe day of the Campaign in the party office at Sanepa 

 

 

Participants attending the concluding session of the Campaign on the fifth day at Bankaali, Gaushala 



                                                           
iThere are 54 different District Land Right Forums (DLRFs) and 2,843 Village Land Rights Forum (VLRF) in 

the country. NLRF has a total of 98,275 members (35,055 women, 42,237 Dalits, 22,967 Janajatis), 

reaching to over 600,000 population directly and many more landless, former haliya, kamaiya/kamalari, 

marginalized, deprived and small holder farmers indirectly.  The forum has been spearheading the 

struggle for land and agrarian rights in Nepal.  

 


