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Community Self-reliance Centre (CSRC) 

Established in 1993, CSRC is a pioneering organization working for land and agrarian rights of 

the landless and land-poor communities in Nepal. It educates and organizes people deprived of 

land rights and empowers them to lead free, secure and dignified lives. CSRC has been working 

to transform discriminatory and unjust social relations by organizing landless, land-poor and 

marginalized communities to claim and exercise their rights. 

 



Back ground 

CSRC has joined the Global Campaign of celebrating Earth Day with the indigenous, landless and small 

holder farmers, with a message of securing land rights to fight climate change.  

Land Rights Now launched a Global Call to Action mobilizing communities, organizations and individuals 

worldwide to promote and secure land rights of the indigenous and local communities. In Nepal, this 

campaign is being promoted by Oxfam, and through CSRC, District Land Rights Forum (DLRF) and 

National Land Rights Forum (NLRF), this campaign is being promoted at communities in Dang and Siraha.  

Objective 

The objective of adopting the global campaign for CSRC is manifest. Secure land rights for indigenous 

communities mean securing not only their accommodation and livelihood, but the earth. Indigenous and 

local communities are regarded as custodians of the planet. CSRC led the campaign in Dang and Siraha 

with the Tharu and Madheshi communities who associate land with their identity, apart from 

livelihoods. With the mobilization of people from VLRF and DLRF in rallies and interaction program, CSRC 

contributed in creating mass awareness on the need to secure land rights to build an equitable and just 

society.   

Additionally, within a national scenario of nearing local election and the federal restructuring of the 

states, politicians and local representatives are openly embracing issues and demands of most deprived 

communities of Nepal. And it is likely that issues of landless and climate change will be debated 

throughout local and national levels.  

Dang: Mud Rally, Afforestation and felicitation of frontline leaders 

On April 22, DLRF Dang organized Mud Rally followed by afforestation program and felicitation of 10 

influential women frontline leaders (nine Tharu and one Chhetri) from different Village Land Rights 

Forum (VLRF). Chairperson Nirmala BK inaugurated the program by reading the slogan “Jal jungle 

maasiye, jamin jati naasiye, ropaun rukh rokhaun bigaar, bhumi jiwan bhumi aadhaar”. It carries a 

message about the need to conserve forest and water resources to protect the mother earth, which is 

source of everyone’s living. Altogether 85 members of different VLRF and the DLRF (57 women and 28 

men) participated in the program.  
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The rally started from Chotki Sisahaniya village and ended in the river bank of Rapti river (near 

settlements of freed Kamaiyya households), walking through Arnahapur. Participants from three 

different VLRF participated in the rally, and the Tharu women wore their traditional attire. In the river 

bank, participants indulged in plantation of five plants of Sisaun, Bakaina and Jamuna and vegetables 

(okra and chick peas) in 0.06 hectare area land. This land was identified as fallow but cultivable land by 

DLRF and used in consultation to the communities living nearby, prior to the event.  

“We are landless in search of our rights and ownership. We are settled in public land and use the same 

for agriculture, taking only minimal advantage while there are landlords who befit in a larger scale. They 

use chemicals to increase productivity, ultimately losing on soil quality.”  

-Jagbir Chaudhary, Full time Activist- DLRF, Dang  

Ten frontline women from different VLRF of Rapti, Gadhawa and Ghorahi municipality were felicitated in 

the program for their outstanding contributions in land rights movement, in establishing agriculture and 

poultry as their source of income and dignified lives.  



“I planted bitter gourd in only 0.01 hectare area land producing 10 quintal. I am a traditional farmer who 

uses manual labor than machines and chemicals. It is possible to reap high benefits from less possession 

if we do the hard work.” 

-Kamala Chaudhary (former Kamalari), DLRF Dang 
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Siraha: Interaction amongst the stakeholders and communities  

On the same day in Siraha, an Interaction Program was organized by CSRC and DLRF jointly, bring the 

community and implementers (organizations, agencies) in the same table. With altogether 53 

participants (17 women and 36 men), there were representatives from NGO, NGO Federation, teachers 

and journalists apart from small holder and landless farmers from Land Rights Forums. The program was 

led and facilitated by journalist Chandra Kishore.  

The objective of this program was to participate the doers, people who work in the fields, in the 

discourse of resource conservation, who otherwise have the least access to resources and their 

exploitation while are equally affected by climate change. Also, targeting at other participants, these 

discourses would feed in their agendas of work and action orientations. The major speakers of the 

program were Arjun Thapaliya, journalist and development practitioner (Founder, Nyaya ra Samanata 

Manch) and Chandra Kishore.  
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Once there was a bird who was flying its way home to the north. Suddenly huge snowfall started and 

the bird fell to the ground, covered entirely by heaps of snow. Though the snowfall stopped, it could 

not rescue itself. In some time, the snow started melting, however it was not because of warm 

weather but after a cow which excreted at the same spot. The warmth of cow dung caused the snow 

to melt. Relieved, the bird was just about flying when a hungry cat which was watching the bird 

readying its flight caught its sight and swallowed it voraciously.  

The moral of this story is, until and unless the achievements you have are not institutionalized, they 

are not your rights. Appropriate planning is very important because even if one’s struggle is honest, 

the results cannot be determined in many circumstances.  

The state has established rights and regulations which ensure rights over land but we still do not 

know about the quality of soil, how the productivity of it is and what we can do to increase.   

-Chandra Kishore 



 

The speakers emphasized on the use of natural resources and power relations attached to it. Important 

natural resources like forests and water resources are gradually being corporatized, ultimately 

depreciating its values and security. Since the era of Ranas, valuable resources like woods have been 

sold to international markets for monetary benefits and the trend is even growing in the present. In the 

Chure region, there is massive deforestation which is causing water shortage in the terai. It is accused 

that the settlements in the region have deployed the forest area; ignoring the poachers and smugglers 

who have been selling wood logs from within in the markets outside.  

“One major problem facing Nepal is that the FARMERS do not own land. If each farmer were to own 0.5 

hectare area land at least, this would transform Nepal.”  

-Arjun Thapaliya, Journalist 

An issue importantly discussed in the event was about climate change. Participants, especially farmers 

generally emphasized that the productivity of their soil has been decreasing and many cultural practices 

related with collective resource utilizations have disappeared. Example, wedding of the wells, a 

traditional ritual where the farmers clean their wells and connect two nearby wells in form of marriage 

has disappeared because these source have dried up. Similarly, a festival- ‘Judshital’, cleaning of ponds 

and wells have stopped in a decade now.  

 

“Earlier we used to prepare ourselves for monsoon, 

buying and preserving resources prior to monsoon 

because of massive floods. We don’t need to do it 

now, there are no such floods.”  

-Ram Kumar Sah, Siraha  

 

Speaker Chandra Kishore left the mass with some important questions and food for thought, of 

calculating the bird species and their variance trends in the last decade. That the varieties of birds we 

used to see have been decreasing immensely and we might have never paid a heed upon it. Smaller 

things we fail to notice have had a higher impact over our productivity, the pollination birds are 

responsible for have been hampered with their decreasing numbers.  


